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Happenings at SPL

When I came to Southwest Public Libraries in January 1986, it 
was then known as the Grove City Public Library. The Grove 

City Library was on Park Street across from the Grove City Police 
Station, and Westland Area Library was a tiny branch of 6,000 square 
feet known as the Prairie Branch Library.

My first job with SPL was Treasurer for the library system. In 1989, 
I added the title of Operations Manager with responsibility for tech-
nology and buildings. I became Director in 2002 upon the retirement 
of Frances Black. When I first came to SPL, I did not intend to stay 
long. My goal was to become a portfolio manager and financial an-
alyst. 

But I fell in love with the library. I love the concept of libraries 
connecting patrons with library materials and information 
and entertainment regardless of wealth or status. I love the 
fact that anyone can walk into a public library and access the 
whole universe of knowledge without spending one dime. I 
loved it so much that I made it my career and life’s work.

Many changes have occurred since 1986. Computers were just starting 
to become a force for libraries when I started but are now ubiquitous. 
The internet was a decade away but is now so entwined with daily 
life that we use it without thought. Patrons are no longer limited by 
what is on the shelf at Grove City or Westland. Millions of items, both 
paper and electronic, are a click away. In partnership with the City 
of Grove City, a new Grove City Library was opened on Broadway 
in 2016, shining today as one of Grove City’s jewels. The Westland 
Area Library has expanded from 6,000 square feet to 27,000 square 
feet, including a beautiful new Youth Services Department that was 
opened in 2019.

But these accomplishments are certainly not mine alone. Many 
people have worked hard to advance Southwest Public Libraries 

through the years. I have spent the last 35 years surrounded by tal-
ented and hardworking staff members who have worked with me as a 
team to continuously improve library service.

Dozens of community volunteers have served as library trustees and 
have volunteered thousands of hours towards the cultivation of SPL. 
Grove City resident Jeff Davis and his team of dedicated volunteers 
passed SPL’s first levy in 2010 and made the expansions of the last ten 
years possible. The determination and hard work of Grove City May-
or Richard L. “Ike” Stage and Grove City Administrator Chuck Boso 
enabled the new Grove City Library to come to fruition.
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Finally, but not least, the support of our patrons and community has 
made SPL what it is today. Without you, we could not have passed our 
levy, and without you, it would not have been renewed in the middle 
of a worldwide pandemic. We are grateful.

SPL has not been without lows. During my tenure, there have been 
four major economic downturns which forced me to make painful 

cuts to staff and services. The Financial Crisis of 2008-2009 was par-
ticularly brutal and forced me to make the heartbreaking decision to 
lay off a sizable portion of the loyal and hardworking library staff to 
deal with budget cuts. That time was the low point of my career. Be-
fore passing a levy in 2010, we had failed seven levies in a row, which 
was a bitter disappointment. But with the support of our community, 
we have proved SPL is resilient.

In December 2017, I informed the Board of Trustees of my intention 
to retire in early 2021. Little did I know back then that my final year 

would be upended by a worldwide pandemic. I spent my entire career 
trying to make libraries more inviting, accessible, and user-friendly 
and yet in this past year have been forced to scale everything back in 
an effort to keep everyone safe. The past year has brought unprece-
dented disruption to library service, and I am grateful that our pa-
trons have stuck with us as we have adapted service to respond to 
conditions we never thought we would experience.

I have pledged to the Board of Trustees to do whatever is necessary 
to ensure a smooth and successful transition to a new director. It has 
been an honor and a privilege to serve the SPL community over the 
last 35 years, and I extend heartfelt gratitude to all of those who have 
helped and supported me along the way. I will always love SPL.

With gratitude,

Mark M. Shaw 

The library continues to assess pandemic developments and safety guidelines and adjust service accordingly. Changes to 
service and building status may occur at any time. Stay up-to-date with current services at swpl.org or via social media. 

Clockwise from top left (a) project bid opening 1990 (b) with Laura Harper, 
sponsor of GCL’s Harper’s Grove, at GCL grand opening reception 2016 (c) 
GCL grand opening reception (d) WAL youth services grand opening 2019

Wishing SPL Director Mark Shaw a happy retirement 
this month after 35 years of dedication to the library. 
Mark has guided SPL through many highs and lows, and 
we thank him for his leadership. Read his farewell below. 



Take & Make: 3D Snowflakes Friday, Jan 8
Cut, fold, and glue paper to make these amazing 3D 
snowflakes. Kit includes instruction sheet, several 
pieces of colorful paper, glue, and string to hang your 

snowflake. All you need are a pair of scissors. 

Take & Make: Coloring Friday, Jan 15
Celebrate With Color! Observe the New Year with 
some coloring pages and bookmarks to color for calm 
and comfort or celebratory fun! Use crayons, pencils, 

markers, or any combination.

Take & Make: 3D Paper Stars Friday, Jan 22 
Accent your January days with a 3D Star take-home 
kit. These decorations look fancy but are simple to 
make and serve as great decor for any occasion.

Take & Make: Hygge Wall Hanging Friday, 
Jan 29 Hygge (hue-gah) is a quality of coziness and 
comfortable contentment. Take a little relaxation 
time to make some salt dough stars, or whatever 
shape you’d like, and string them on a twig to bring a 
little bit of cozy nature indoors. Includes salt dough 
ingredients, twine, twig, and instructions. Hygge is 

a Danish cultural concept and value of warm, happy coziness and 
togetherness, which people make time for in everyday life. Outside of 
Denmark, hygge is commonly referred to as “the good feeling you get 
from a well-curated, cozy, and aesthetically pleasing environment.”

Youth ServiceS Programming

Virtual Programming + Grab & Go

adult ServiceS Programming

5 Books in 5 Minutes Saturday, Jan 16. 12 p.m.
Looking for your next favorite book? Join us on Face-
book for 5 book talks in 5 minutes! In this video series, 
we briefly review 5 books from 5 different genres in 5 
minutes. Watch and discover something new to read.  

Take & Make Kits are available to stop by and pick up beginning 10 a.m. 
on indicated days and are first come, first served while supplies last. 

--→→→-- Get Creative! Take & Make Kits --→→→--

For continued safety, all programming brought to you virtually or as grab & go. Events presented via Facebook unless otherwise noted.

Saturdays, Jan 23 & Feb 20. While supplies last.
The library wants to help our communities keep 
warm this winter! Generous yarn crafters (both 
staff & patrons) have thoughtfully crafted and do-
nated handmade hats and scarves to give out while 
supplies last. Please take one while stopping by if 
you or someone you know is in need.

You can help! Do you knit, crochet, or use a loom? Donate a 
handmade hat or scarf at either location to help keep fellow commu-
nity members toasty and warm this winter. Also accepting donations 
of clean, usable yarn to support future projects and giving.

handmade hat & Scarf giveawaY

Winter Wonderland Chalk Drawing
Supply kit Jan 11–15 while supplies last
Video tutorial Saturday, Jan 16, 11 a.m.
Chalk isn’t just for summertime! Learn some 
fun techniques for drawing with chalk as we 
draw a beautiful winter wonderland scene. 
Pick up chalk and other goodies at the library 

Jan 11–15 while supplies last, then follow along with our Facebook 
video tutorial posted Jan 16. Recommended for grades K–5.

Virtual Storytime + Activity Kits (Returns Jan 12!)
Tuesdays & Thursdays starting Jan 12. 10:30 a.m.
Pick up a kit for Tue storytime M & T | Thu storytime W & TH

Tune in via Facebook or YouTube to sing, dance, 
and read along. Tuesdays feature Westland staff, 
Thursdays, Grove City staff. Pick up a “Storytime, 
Anytime” kit for fun activities to go along.

“Storytime, Anytime” activity kits offered for each storytime, fea-
turing a corresponding storytime outline, simple felt board rhymes, 
songs, or crafts. Available for pickup on designated days or reserve 
by calling Youth Services. While supplies last.

STEM Challenge Thursdays, Jan 14 & 28. 6:30 p.m.
Join us virtually for fun Science, Technology, En-
gineering, or Math related activities you can do at 
home. Video challenges and demonstrations posted 
via Facebook with supplies listed in the videos. 
Gather supplies on your own or stop by and pick up 
a STEM kit on STEM Thursdays while supplies last. 

Kits are first come, first served or call Youth Services to reserve.

Virtual LEGO Challenge Thursday, Jan 21. 6:30 p.m.
Participate in our Virtual LEGO Challenge by creating a masterpiece 
at home based on a posted theme. Be sure to share a pic of your cre-
ation! Posted on Facebook.

No-Contact Service Hours: Mon Tue Fri Sat: 10–5 • Wed Thu: 12–7 • Sun: Closed (All hours & services subject to change) 
Grove City  614-875-6716 • Westland  614-878-1301 • Connect with us & stay up-to-date www.swpl.org

Let’s Talk About Race: One Book – One Community
Sunday, Jan 24. 4 p.m. (Teens & Adults)
SPL, in collaboration with eight other central Ohio 
libraries, invites you to read and reflect together as a 

community about race, history, and a 
better future. Read Stamped: Racism, 
Antiracism, and You by Jason Reynolds 
and Ibram X. Kendi, then join us for a 

free virtual talk and Q & A with Jason 
Reynolds on Jan 24. Register at swpl.org.

virtual author talk: JaSon reYnoldS


