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SPL News and Updates

Meet Denise, Assistant Director Westland
 Join us in welcoming Denise Southworth as our new 

Westland Area Library Assistant Director! Denise has been 
a part of SPL’s team for nearly nine years, holding various 
management roles before being appointed Assistant Director 
in January. Denise holds a Master of Library and Information 

Science degree from the University of Pittsburgh and is excited 
for her new role and the opportunity to ensure the Westland com-

munity continues to receive the services they want and need most.

What drew you to libraries and librarianship? 
My mom took us to the library frequently throughout my childhood. Even 
throughout my teens, I went there often with friends or to attend classes and 
programs. It was a big part of my formative years. When I went to college, I got a 
job at the university library. After changing my major several times, I realized that 
I really loved what libraries offered and how varied the job seemed to be. 
Favorite genre to read? 
In the last few years, I’ve been getting into cozy mysteries and sci-fi. 
Last favorite read? 
When Women Were Dragons by Kelly Barnhill. The author had a really unique 
voice, and I’ve never read anything quite like it. 
Book you recommend? 
I’m a big fan of Brené Brown. Daring Greatly is an inspiring read. 
Something on your bucket list? 
Organize a trip with all the extended family.
If you could only eat one food for the rest of 
your life, what would it be? 
Gnocchi!
Latest musical listen? 
Bad Dream by Cannons has been 
on repeat on my playlist.

A Centennial of Life and Learning: 
Laura Harper
by Janet Shailer, SPL Board Trustee

Laura Harper is one of 
those rare individuals 
who fulfils the very defi-
nition of a compassion-
ate humanitarian.
 Born Laurina 
Mignardi on December 
19, 1922 in Ithaca, New 
York, she arose from humble 
surroundings to become one of the best ed-
ucators to grace the profession. Her parents, 
Giuseppe and Maria Lombardi Mignardi, 
were married on Ellis Island in 1920 and 
immediately traveled to Ithaca to set up 
their lives together.
 Laura grew up in a happy family with 
her parents and younger sister in one of 
Ithaca’s immigrant neighborhoods. Gi-
useppe worked as a school janitor and loved 
to garden. Maria was a homemaker who 
loved to sew. The family spoke only Italian, 
and Laura struggled in first grade to learn 
English. As she proceeded through school 
she showed herself a bright student who 
yearned to attend college but whose family 
couldn’t afford it. Instead, Giuseppe scraped 
up enough money through an insurance 
policy to pay for her tuition to attend 
Rochester Business Institute. Laura would 
have to work to pay for room and board. 
She learned to live on a very tight budget, 
walking the three miles to school rather 
than paying a dime for transportation. 
 Once a month she took the bus home to 
visit her parents. On one of those trips, she 
met her future husband, John Harper. John’s 
father, Merritt Wesley Harper, was an inter-

Celebrating 100
It’s a special year for SPL. This spring we’re 
celebrating the 100th birthday of a very special 
SPL benefactor, Laura Harper, President 
Emeritus of the Friends of SPL, plus, later 
on this year, the library’s 100th anniversary 
as a public library. Laura actually turned 100 
this past December, but the slight delay in 
celebration only adds additional meaning as we 
both mark our centennials. (More info on the 
library's centennial celebration forthcoming.)

Spring for your library
One of the best things about a library 

is that it's perfect all year round, bringing 
something new each season. This spring, 
spring for your library. We have a full array of 
programs for you to enjoy, plus, we continue 
to prepare for Summer Reading Challenge 
(SRC) 2023, which is just around the corner. "All Together Now" is this year’s SRC 
theme, but you don’t have to wait until then for your invitation to connect and 
discover. Visit now and explore all your library has to offer.  

Summer Reading Challenge
June 3– July 30

Meet Pinch, Poppy, and 
Pierogi, Denise's pets

NiNteNdo Switch GameS Now available for checkoutNiNteNdo Switch GameS Now available for checkout

We've added Nintendo Switch games to our collection! You can now borrow 
Switch games at both Grove City and Westland with a SPL card. Don't see any 
on the shelves? Place a reserve request for them online. 
Explore and reserve at swpl.org by searching for "Nintendo 
Switch video games" in the catalog. 

NOW
AVAILABLE
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nationally known professor of agriculture 
at Cornell University who had grown up 
in Grove City. Merritt Harper was one of 
the three boys who comprised the second 
graduating class of Grove City High 
School in 1897. He went on to attend Ohio 
State University and wrote seven books on 
animal husbandry.
 On the day Laura met her future 
mother-in-law, they were taking a walk 
and spotted a Jack-in-the Pulpit—a plant 
that would have major significance in 
future years.

John and Laura wed in 1942 in Ithaca 
where she worked at Cornell’s law school 
for George Jarvis Thompson, a well-known 
professor. Five months later she joined 
John in Rochester where they lived in the 
Brighton area of the city until moving to 
Grove City in 1975.
 Laura grew anxious to start a new 
career, and John encouraged her to attend 
college. She began taking classes at the 
University of Rochester and soon was 
selected for their honors program. After 
receiving her bachelor’s degree in the arts, 
Laura turned to work on a master’s degree 
in education. Along the way she was 
selected to become a member of Phi Beta 
Kappa.
 Laura began her career teaching at 
Brighton High School where her English 
department was named best in the Empire 
State. Later Laura was promoted to depart-
ment head in the Brighton Central School 
District where she hired and fired teach-
ers.
 It had been a lifelong dream of John’s 
to eventually live in the Grove City area 
where his Irish immigrant ancestors had 
purchased hundreds of acres of land in 

southern Jackson Township in 1809. John’s 
father, Merritt Harper, was born to James 
and Elizabeth Seeds Harper in a log cabin 
on property across from the Seeds Ceme-
tery on Hoover Rd. Upon his retirement, 
John wanted to return to the area to keep 
the cemetery and his inherited farmland 
in good order.
 John and Laura built a house in north-
ern Scioto Township on family property 
that included a one-room schoolhouse 
built in 1888. Laura, the educator, loved 
the schoolhouse and had repairs made to 
it. In addition, Laura planted a big garden 
behind it. “My church is my garden,” she 
said. “Everything I like is there—life and 
resurrection.”
 John died in 1985 at the age of 67. 
Moments after his death, Laura stepped 
outside and immediately spied a Jack-in-
the-Pulpit. “I’ve often wondered—was that 
coincidence? Or is it something I don’t 
understand?” she asked.
   
Laura has spent her years enjoying 
the true passions in her life: sewing, opera, 
English literature, drama, needlepoint, 
and, of course, gardening. She has vol-
unteered at the Grove City Cancer Thrift 
Shop for 41 years. She is also president 
emeritus of the Friends of Southwest Pub-
lic Libraries, and, until recently, trustee for 

the Concord Cemetery Association.

Her contributions to SPL include a 
generous donation to Youth Services in 
honor of 
John’s aunt 
Irene Harper. 
Irene was the 
Grove City 
Library’s first 
paid librarian 
in 1924. The 
Youth Ser-
vices section 
of the Grove 
City Library is named Harper’s Grove.
 In January 2022, Laura donated to SPL 
a silver reproduction sculpture of Frederic 
Remington’s Mountain Man, which can 
be viewed in the library’s administration 
office.

“Laura, you are very special to us,” 
says SPL director Meredith Wickham. “It's 
an honor to help mark your centennial 
birthday. Your philanthropy and passion 
for education have touched the lives of 
so many and continue do so each day 
through Harper’s Grove."

Thank you, Laura. We wish you all 
the very best in your 100th year.

Celebrating 100
Like SPL, Laura has spent her life champion-
ing lifelong learning, and her ties to the com-
munity and library run deep. Laura’s generous 
gift to SPL sponsored the early literacy area 
at the current Grove City Library, named by 
the library with gratitude "Harper’s Grove." 
Harper’s Grove honors John Harper, Laura’s 
late husband, and Irene Harper, John’s aunt 
and SPL’s first librarian. Thank you, Laura, 
for a lifetime of support and educational 
advocacy. Happy 100th!

Left: Laura's late father-in-law, Merritt Harper, 
graduated Grove City High School class of 1897. 

Top: View of Broadway, 
Grove City, looking north 
ca. mid-1920's. 
Below: Grove City Library, 
then called Jackson Town-
ship Library, on corner of 
Broadway and Civic Dr. ca. 
1930's.

“My life is full. I’ve been so blessed. I believe in the sun, even when it rains. My 
philosophy is there are so many doors. Don’t be afraid to open them.” -Laura Harper



News from Friends of the Library

Interested in becoming a Friends Member and supporting 
the library? Join us!

We are a 501(c)3 non-profit organization that supports the 
mission of Southwest Public Libraries through conducting 
fundraising, volunteer work, and public awareness efforts in 
the community on behalf of the library. 

We always welcome new members. Please reach out to us 
via our Facebook page or 
website www.friendsofswpl.
org for more info. Become 
a member online at our 
website or pick up a mem-
bership form at Grove City 
or Westland. 

Too Many Books? 
 Drop them off to the Friends of the Library!

BOOK DONATION DAY: 
APRIL 1, SATURDAY 12–4 P.M. @ GROVE CITY LIBRARY

Drop off your new and used books in good to great condition.
Please no:

• Encyclopedias, dictionaries, text books, or pamphlets
• Stained, dirty, or moldy books  

Thank you for supporting Southwest Public Libraries!
All donations will go towards the Friends annual book sales and sale rooms.

FOL Board Officers
President: David Donofrio
Vice President: Amanda Decastro
Secretary: Jennifer Ray
Treasurer: Theresa Meyers

FOL Board Members 
David Gamble
Kathleen Kindler
Carol Rorick

Meet your Friends of SPL Board

The Friends of SPL are pleased to 
announce the election of Kathleen 
Kindler and Jennifer Ray to the Board 
of the Friends of Southwest Public 

Libraries. Their term of office is three years and commenced 
January 1, 2023. The FOL Board looks forward to working 
with these new members.
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Do I have to switch to Libby? 
Yes, please switch to Libby. OverDrive will no 
longer be supported by the end of April 2023.

Will my loans and holds transfer to Libby? 
Yes! Once you add your library cards to Libby, all 
your loans and holds will be waiting on your Shelf.

Will my wish list transfer to Libby? 
When you set up Libby, you’ll be prompted to 
import your OverDrive wish lists via an in-app 
notification. Your wish list items will become a 
tag that’s available on your Shelf.

Will Libby work with my e-reader? 
Yes! Libby can be used with Kobo, Nook, Kindle, 
Kindle Fire. Visit swpl.org for more info. 

Can I use Libby on a computer? 
Yes! Visit swpl.org "Ebooks" to browse, search, 
read or listen and more on your computer.

All your titles in one place
Loans and holds from all your libraries are 
automatically added to your Shelf.

Dive into a book series
Easily find the next book in a series from 
search results, title details, and your Shelf. 
Libby makes it easier than ever to discover 
books in a series.

Organize with unlimited tags
Create custom tags to categorize books 
however you’d like, and use Libby’s smart tags 
to track what you've borrowed or get notified 
about new issues of your favorite magazines. 

Never miss a thing
Get push notifications on your mobile device 
(or emails from libbyapp.com) for available 
holds, expiring loans, and more. 

New features you'll love in Libby

The 
OverDrive 
app will be 

discontinued by the 
end of April 2023. 

Upgrade to Libby for convenient 
access to your favorite books, 
audiobooks and magazines. 

Scan to browse the 
Libby Library!



Grove City Youth Programming
Questions? Please call Grove City Youth Services at 614-875-6716 ext. 502. Programs subject to change. 

Spring Break Fun
Stuck at home for Spring Break? Join us every day for a 
fun activity to help escape boredom!

Sat 3/18 Movie at 2p: Night at the Museum
Mon 3/20 Library closed for Staff Development

Tue 3/21 Mazes, Ciphers & Stuff
Hone your skills at escaping from any 
situation.

Wed 3/22 Art Day
Participate in a relaxing craft to escape 
reality.

Thu 3/23 STEM Day
Build a rocket to escape earth!

Sat 3/25 LEGO Club at 2:30p
ZOOM BOOK CLUB FOR KIDS (Mar & Apr)
Thursdays 3/23 • 4/27 | 6p | Gr. 2–4
Pick up a book club kit at the start of each month with 
everything you need, then drop into our Zoom room on the 
following dates to talk books, enjoy activities, and munch 
snacks. Kits available while supplies last and include a copy 
of the book, activity supplies, 
snacks, and login info. Call or 
stop by Youth Services to 
register. 

Mar 23—Trouble at Table 5: 
The Candy Caper 
by Tom Watson
Apr 27—The Bad Guys 
by Aaron Blabey

HELLO WORLD! (Mar & Apr) 
Weeks of 3/20–3/26 • 4/17–4/23 | All ages
Come explore the world with us! Drop by Youth Services 
during each Hello World week to enjoy different activities 
based on a country, including games, crafts, coloring pages, 
and books to explore.

Join us for storytime as we read, play, sing, and learn. Morning sessions will be held in the Large Meeting Room, evening ses-
sions in the Youth Services storytime area. Storytime will take a break in May before returning for Summer Reading.

Weekly Storytimes through April

BaBy Nature Storytime Mondays at 6:30p & Wednesdays at 10:30a | Ages 4 mo.–24 mo.
Open up the world of the library to your babies and the fun that words can be with finger-
plays, books, and lots of music. 

toddler Storytime Tuesdays at 10:30a & Thursdays at 6:30p | Ages 2–3

PreSchool Storytime Wednesdays at 6:30p & Thursdays at 10:30a | Ages 4–6

Apr 17–23 The Netherlands 

Mar 20–26 Venezuela



FOR TEENS (Grades 6 and up)
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Questions? Please call Grove City Youth Services at 614-875-6716 ext. 502. Programs subject to change. 
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BEAUTIFUL BUTTERFLIES
Saturday 4/8 | 2p | Gr. K–5
Have fun learning about beautiful butterflies. We will read 
stories, enjoy a craft, and best of all, prepare live cater-
pillars to transform into butterflies! After the program, 
help us track the caterpillars’ progress at the library until 
butterflies emerge. 

COSI: OUT OF THIS WORLD FUN
Thursday 5/4 | 6p | Gr. K–6 
As part of the COSI Science 
Fest, explore space and beyond 
with fun activities cen-
tered around telescopes. 
Especially for kids in 
grades K–6. Partici-
pants will leave with a 
special COSI 
Learning 
Lunchbox 
themed around 
the James 
Webb Space 
Telescope.

ECO-FEST 
Saturday 4/22 | 9a–1p | All ages
Join us on Earth Day at Town Center Park for Eco-Fest. 
The library will be hosting a special activity, so look for 
us there and learn all about how we can make the earth 
a better place for future generations.

EGO CLUB (Mar & Apr)
Saturdays 3/25 • 4/15 | 2:30p | Gr. K–5

Build your way through LEGO challenges or 
free play with friends old and new. We'll supply 
the LEGOs, so you just need to bring yourself!

ANIME CLUB (Mar & Apr)
Wednesdays 3/1 • 4/5 | 6p
Calling tweens and teens to Anime Club! We will be watching shows and checking out manga from the popular to the ob-
scure. Chat, socialize, and eat themed snacks with us like Pocky, mochi, and more. Please be aware some of the shows that we 
will be watching are rated PG-13/TV14.

TEEN TEAM TRIVIA (Mar & Apr)
Mondays 3/13 • 4/17 | 6p
New day—we've moved to Mondays! Compete once a month to see who knows the most! Work with a team to test your 
knowledge on various topics while playing against the other teams. A prize will be available for the winning team. 



Westland Youth Programming
Questions? Please call Westland Youth Services at 614-878-1301 ext. 602. Programs subject to change. Questions? Please call Westland Youth Services at 614-878-1301 ext. 602. Programs subject to change. 

Let's Get Together (Mar & Apr)
Wednesdays 3/22 • 4/19 | 2p | Adults with special needs

This is a program designed for adults with special needs with a 
caregiver. Let’s get together to create art projects, play interactive 
games, listen to stories, and sample some snacks. This program 
provides special needs adults access to multi-modal learning 
and opportunities to develop sensory processing skills needed in 
everyday life.

STEM NIGHT (Mar & Apr)
Monthly, 2nd Tuesdays, 3/14 • 4/11 | 6p |  Ages 5 & up
Come have fun with us exploring concepts in science, 
technology, engineering, and math.

Mar 14: Seed Planting 
Take up your shovels 
and trowels and get 
ready to plant some 
seeds! This experiment 

in horticultural science will give 
your vegetable garden a head 
start. We’ll plant radishes in seed 
starter pots that you’ll take home 
along with a Plant Observation 
Journal. As you care for your 
plant, update your journal with 
observations on its growth. The 
library will also grow our own 
radishes for everyone to see at 
the Youth Services desk.

Apr 11: Polymers–Bouncy Ball 
Learn about polymers and 
elasticity by making a bouncy 
ball with just three ingredients 
that you likely have in your own 
home – water, glue, and borax. 
This chemical experiment will 
include gloves, pipettes, and 
safety goggles to transform you 
into a real scientist. There will 
also be a bounce-
off to see whose 
bouncy ball bounces 
the highest—and a 
prize, of course! 

READING WITH ROVER
Tuesday 3/14 | 10:30a | All ages
Join us for our regular Music and 
Movement Storytime but with dogs! 
We will have multiple canines avail-
able to see, touch, and enjoy a story 
as we sing, dance, and celebrate the 
impact that pets and animals have 
on our lives.

MAKER MONDAYS—moNdayS
Mondays | 4–7p drop-in | All ages
Bring your imagination to the library and see 
what creations you can make with the supplies 
on our craft cart. Drop in on Mondays anytime 
between 4 and 7 p.m.

MUSIC & MOVEMENT STORYTIME 
tueSdayS throuGh april 
Tuesdays through 4/23 | 10:30a | Ages 0–6
Put on your dancing shoes and get to the library 
on Tuesdays for Music & Movement, a special 
storytime that focuses on the early literacy bene-
fits of singing and rhyming with your child.

TODDLER STORYTIME 
thurSdayS throuGh april
Thursdays through 4/27 | 10:30a | Ages 2–3
Join us Thursday mornings for Toddler Story-
time where your child will experience books, 
songs, rhymes, and crafts to celebrate the stage of 
exploration and learning.

KIDS TAKE & MAKE—fridayS
Fridays | Youth all ages
Pick up a Take & Make kit every Friday at West-
land Area Library with supplies and instruc-
tions to enjoy a craft or activity at home. While 
supplies last. 

LEGO DUPLOS—SaturdayS  
Saturdays | 2–4:30p drop-in | Ages 2–7
Every Saturday. Let little hands build wonders 
with our large, age-appropriate LEGO DUPLO 
playsets. Children are free to make whatever 
marvel of engineering they desire, from the tall-
est towers to colorful bridges—and everything 
in between! 

SENSORY EXPLORATION
every other Saturday StartiNG 3/11
Every other Saturday | 10a–12p drop-in | Ages 1–5 
3/11 & 3/25 • 4/8 & 4/22 • 5/6 & 5/20
Every other Saturday, beginning 5/11. Join us 
for Sensory Exploration. This drop-in program 
allows children to explore sensory bins, balls, and 
more according to their own interest and speed.

Weekly/Biweekly Fun

STEM
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Questions? Please call Westland Youth Services at 614-878-1301 ext. 602. Programs subject to change. Questions? Please call Westland Youth Services at 614-878-1301 ext. 602. Programs subject to change. 

GET CRAFTY @ THE LIBRARY (Mar & Apr) Mondays 3/27 • 4/24 | 6p | Gr. 5 & up *Registration required* 
Come get crafty with us. Each month we’ll learn a new crafty skill and create fun projects. All 
materials provided. Registration required. Stop by or call 614-878-1301 ext. 602 to sign up.
Mar 27—Color-Changing Slime | Apr 24—Sharpie Mugs

JUST FOR TEENS Ages 12 & up

SNACK TASTING (Mar & Apr) 
Thursdays 3/16 • 4/20 | 6p | Ages 12 & up
Have you ever watched “Rank King” on YouTube? Do 
you have strong opinions you’d love to share? Do you like 
trying new foods? Come to the library and try a variety 
of snacks and learn what you like best, and what you 
don’t like at all.

Mar 16—Hot Flavored Snacks
Apr 20—Fruit Snack Face-off

COOKIES & CANVAS (Mar & Apr)
Wednesdays 3/22 • 4/26 | 6p | Gr. 5 & up *Registration 
required*
Bring out your inner artist! Enjoy some cookies while cre-
ating a masterpiece to take home. All materials provided. 
Space limited; registration required. Stop by or call 
614-878-1301 ext. 602 to sign up.  

Mar 22—Unicorn, Shamrock, Cactus
Apr 26—Cardinal, Koala, Tree Frog

SNACKS AT THE CINEMA (May)
Thursdays in May | 10:30a | All ages
Come in for family fun as we start a sleepy Thursday with 
Snacks at the Cinema. Toddlers and preschoolers will get 
to watch one of their favorite shows, with 
fellow kids, and enjoy a snack.
May 4—Bluey  May 11—Cocomelon
May 18—Trash Truck May 25—Paw Patrol

SENSORY EXPLORATION—MAY
Tuesdays in May | 10a–12p | Ages 1–5
Every Tuesday in May. Drop in for Sensory Exploration, 
an opportunity for children to explore sensory bins, balls, 
and more according to their own interest and speed.

KIDS ZOOM BOOK CLUB (Mar & Apr)
Thursdays Mar 23 • Apr 27 | 6p  
Gr. 2–4 *Registration required* 
Drop by our virtual Zoom Book Club 
each month to talk books, enjoy crafts and 
activities, and munch snacks provided by 
the library. Pick up a kit with a copy of the 
book, Zoom login info, snacks, and fun at the 
beginning of each month while supplies last, 
then join us on Zoom on the following dates. 
Stop by or call Youth Services to register.

Mar 23—Trouble at Table 5: The Candy Caper by Tom 
Watson
Apr 27—The Bad Guys by Aaron Blabey

STORYTIME WITH AUTHOR S.R.D. HARRIS
Tuesday 4/4 | 10:30a | All ages

Join us as we welcome S.R.D. Harris, 
author, speaker, and publisher, as she 
shares her story Teddy Only Wants 
Spaghetti and demonstrates the joys of 
reading. The story will be followed by 
a craft. Photo via voyageohio.com

Nintendo Switch Games Nintendo Switch Games 
now available for checkout!now available for checkout!

N
E
W

Check out our new Nintendo Switch games 
available for checkout in the AV section.



Monthly Fun

Grove City Adult Programming

PaPer SPriNg Wreath • Mon 3/6 • 6p   
*** Make a wreath featuring a flock of 
pretty papers cut into leaf-like shapes and 
hung with ribbon. 

BookS & PoP PairiNg • Sat 3/11 • 2p  
Sample pop from 
Strawser’s Ice Cream 
Pop and Candy 
Shop and find some 
unique reads to go 
with unique flavors! Photo: strawsers.com

PreSSed FloWer StickerS • Sat 3/18 • 10a
*** Make an assortment of real 
pressed-flower stickers to decorate your 
notebooks, planners, bookmarks, and 
more. 

ParSely: Six-guN 
ShoWdoWN 
Thu 3/23 • 6p 
Ages 13+
Love party games? 
Nostalgic for the 
text adventures of the 1980s? Enjoy a good 
showdown? Think a D&D escape room 
sounds fun? A “yes” to any of these ques-
tions means you should give Parsely: Six-
Gun Showdown a try! Join other players 
in commanding the parser as you navigate 
a unique adventure set in the Wild West. 

Puzzle exchaNge • Sat 3/25 • 10a  
Need some new jigsaw puzzles to enjoy? 
Bring your gently used puzzles to us, and 
exchange them with other participants. 
(Puzzles for ages 12+ please.) 

 APRIL 

Jelly BeaN toPiary • Mon 4/3 • 6p   
*** Make a spring topiary using a decorat-
ed flower pot and pastel jelly beans. 

Blackout Poetry • Tue 4/4 • 6p
April is National Poetry Month. Using 
pages from old books, select words and 
blend visual expression with doodling to 
create unique poems.

glaSS Bead SuNcatcher • Thu 4/20 • 6p
*** Make a colorful suncatcher with flat 
glass marbles and glue. 

NatioNal liBrary Week trivia 
Mon 4/24 • 6p
Show off your knowledge about librar-
ies—ours and others—and take home 
some prizes. Teams of up to 4 allowed.

PhotograPh Necklace • Wed 4/26 • 6p
*** Keep your loved ones close to you by 

creating a necklace or keychain 
with a photograph of them. 
Photo: rhythmsofplay.com

exquiSite corPSe: Poetry 
Thu 4/27 • 6p
Celebrate National Poetry Month by 
joining the ranks of famous surrealists 
and playing the classic game Exquisite 
Corpse, aka Consequences. In this Mad 
Libs-esque game, you’ll work together to 
create original, collaborative, and creative 
poetry by writing one line at a time—
without knowing what came before!

 MAY 

maSoN Jar Bird Feeder • Mon 5/1 • 6p
*** Invite birds to your yard by offering 
them some food and a perch with this 
DIY bird feeder.

origami cardS For motherS & 
otherS • Fri 5/5 • 4:30p
*** Create and decorate custom fold-
ed-paper cards. It’s just in time for 
Mother’s Day, but they’re also great for 
any occasion. 

PaiNt chiP Wreath • Mon 5/15 • 6p
*** Make a floral-inspired wreath 
using colored paint chips 
hand-cut into heart shapes 
and completed with a deco-
rative ribbon. Photo: alililytemp-
blog.wordpress.com

PaPer Floral Bookmark • Tue 5/16 • 6p
*** Create a unique bookmark using torn 
pieces of scrapbook paper and old books. 
Lamination included. 

3d origami FloWer • Thu 5/18 • 6p
*** Craft origami flowers with us using 
bright spring-colored paper.

muSliN Produce Bag • Wed 5/24 • 6p
*** Prepare for summer farmers’ markets 
and fresh eating by naturally decorating 
your own eco-friendly produce bag. 

JoB Search aSSiStaNce @ grove city (every other tueSday)
Tuesdays 3/14 & 3/28 • 4/11 & 4/25 • 5/9 & 5/23 | 5–7p

Every other Tuesday, 5–7 pm. Get individual resume advice and your job search ques-
tions answered in a 30-min. session with career consultant Tim McNish. Call Tim at 614-
559-0207 to get scheduled. In partnership with Jewish Family Services. All are welcome!

*** Denotes registration required. Please 
call 614-875-6716 ext. 503 to register.

coloriNg cluB 1st Wed 
3/1 • 4/5 • none May | 6:30–7:30p
Join fellow coloring enthusiasts for some 
quiet coloring time. Assorted pages and 
crayons, pencils, and markers provided, 
but feel free to also bring your own.

FuN With FiBerS 1st thu 
3/2 • 4/6 • 5/4 | 6–7p
Yarn, thread, embroidery floss, or some-
thing else, all fiber enthusiasts are wel-
come! Stop by to work on your current 
project and enjoy good company.

Board gameS 2nd thu 
3/9 • 4/13 • 5/11 | 6–7p
Enjoy a classic game of Checkers or 
discover a new favorite. Open to all ages, 
but most games best for ages 10 & up.

Page turNerS Book cluB 
4th tue 
3/28 • 4/25 • 5/23 | 6p
Join our book club! Page 
Turners meets the 4th Tuesday 
of the month to discuss our 
current book.
Mar 28: Big Girl, Small Town 
by Michelle Gallen
Apr 25: World of Wonders 
by Aimee Nezhukumatathil
May 23: The Book of Hope 
by Jane Goodall

 MARCH 
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coNcert With acouStic Soul BaNd toWNeS  *Subject to change* Sat 4/15 • 2–3p
  TOWNeS is a mix of electronic beats and ambient synths in a melting pot with live instruments and luscious indie pop vocals. 

Fronted by the husband and wife team, Harold and Bobbi Townes, and influenced by many genres, their elusive sound lures listeners 
into a world where emotions, fantasy, and life experiences bob along over the sounds of infectious synth pop beats and bright melo-
dies. As the masterminds behind songwriting, production and mixing, the duo is excited to appear at Westland Area Library.

JoB Search aSSiStaNce (Weekly) 
every Wednesday, Mar–May | 4–6p
Every Wednesday at Westland, 4–6 p.m. 
Career consultant Tim McNish will 
help with individual resume advice and 
answer your job search questions in a 30-
min. session. Call Tim at 614-559-0207 to 
get scheduled. In partnership with Jewish 
Family Services. All are welcome!

cook the BookS cookBook Book 
cluB (moNthly)
Monthly, 2nd Tuesday 
3/14 • 4/11 • 5/9 | 6:30p
Join our cookbook book club to try out 
a new cookbook each month. We’ll swap 
recipes, ideas, and tips, critique the recipes 
we’ve tried, and share a love of cooking, 
food, and all that goes along with it. Pick 
up each month's cookbook at Reference. 
Mar 14: The Woks of Life by Bill, Judy, 
Sarah and Kaitlin Leung
Apr 11: Go-To Dinners by Ina Garten
May 9: At Home in the Kitchen by David 
Kinch with Devin Fuller

 MARCH 

match-the-StackS card game 
(availaBle mar 5–31)
Practice your concentration and memory 
skills through a classic card-matching 
game...library-style! Available in the Ref-
erence area during the month of March, 
beginning March 5.

citizeN ScieNce guide • Sat 3/11
Tired of doing science in your lab all by 
yourself? Check out these resources to 
join online groups of like-minded people 
around the world to do community-based 
science. Like watching birds in your yard? 
Tell the National Audubon Society what 
you saw. Want to comb through national 
archives that not many people have seen? 

The Library of Congress could use your 
help. Explore these options and more.  

SPriNg colorS • Tue 3/21
Drop in and welcome the beginning of 
spring by painting some flowers using 

watercolor paints provided by the library. 
Available March 21 during library hours. 

movie Night: Field oF dreamS 
Wed 3/22 • 5:30p
Welcome the season of spring with the 
baseball classic Field of Dreams, starring 
Kevin Costner, while enjoying freshly 
popped popcorn. 

 APRIL 

cheWy challeNge: a caNdy 
gueSSiNg game (availaBle aPr 3–21) 
How well do you know chocolate? Try 
your hand at guessing the names of 
popular candy bars based only on their 
pictures. Turn in your final answers to the 
Westland Reference desk for a chance to 
win a sweet prize! Challenge sheets avail-
able through April 21.

Social PaiNt Night • Mon 4/24 • 
6:30p *Registration required*
Join us at the library for a guided paint 
program and paint your own mountain 
sunset. Supplies provided. Registration 
required. Stop by or call 614-878-1301 ext. 
603 to sign up.

diy coFFee mugS • Fri 4/28 • 4:30p 
*Registration required*
Join us to decorate your own coffee mug. 
All supplies provided, so just bring your 

imagination. Note: mugs will need baked in 
the oven at home; details will be 
provided at the program. Reg-
istration required. Stop by or 
call 614-878-1301 to sign up. 
Photo: designertrapped.com

 MAY 

Free comic Book day • Sat 5/6
Stop by the library before heading out to 
the comic book shops to celebrate free 
comic book day with some free comics.

FuN With FiBerS • Thu 5/18 • 1:30–2:30p
Whether your material of choice is yarn, 
thread, embroidery floss, or something 
else, all fiber enthusiasts are welcome! 
Stop by to work on your current project 
and enjoy good company. Light refresh-
ments provided.

learN Peyote Bead StitchiNg 
Mon 5/22 • 6:30p *Registration required*

Join us and learn how to make a 
stitched bead to create a pen-

dant, or do two and make a 
pair of earrings. Registration 
required. Stop by or call 614-

878-1301 ext. 603 to sign up.

Walk iN a Book • Sat 5/27
Have you ever wondered how far the 
Hobbits traveled to Mt. Doom? How long 
it would take you to take a leisurely stroll 
through the 100 Acre Woods? Well, now 
you can experience each step with this 
guide revealing the distances your favorite 
characters traveled in their stories. Take 
it to one of our local parks and see if you 
can walk the walks in these books.

medicare tiPS For SeNior citizeNS 
(mar & aPr)
Wednesdays 3/22 • 4/26 | 6p
Come learn information on utilizing 
Medicare services and options with Ca-
sey Donaldson from Dedicated Senior 
Medical Center. 

legal aid cliNic (mar & aPr)
Monthly, 1st Monday 3/6 • 4/3 | 4–6p
Having rental or landlord issues? Get 
some help. The Westland Area Library 
hosts a free walk-in program with The 
Legal Aid Society of Columbus on the 
first Monday of each month 4–6 pm.

Looking for Adult Book Discussion? 
We'll be back from break later this spring!



Adult Virtual and Take & Make

Fridays 3/24 • 4/28 • 5/26 | posted 12p 
Take destiny into your own hands! Well, 
that is, shape your own story for an after-
noon. Play through this  online “choose 

your own adventure” story by making key 
choices within the narrative and seeing 
the consequences unfold. Which ending 
will you get? Or will you try your luck at 

finding them all? Whatever way you choose 
to play—make it your own.

Marching into March Quiz  Marching into March Quiz  Wed 3/1 | posted 12p
How do you celebrate Spring? What holidays and feasts occur at this time of year? Test 
your knowledge of a different kind of “March Madness.” 

April Showers & May Flowers QuizApril Showers & May Flowers Quiz    Wed 4/19 | posted 12p
What happens to the early bird, and what about that bird in your hand? Test your 
knowledge of old-time sayings and proverbs.

How Does Your Garden Grow? QuizHow Does Your Garden Grow? Quiz  Wed 5/17 | posted 12p
Do you have a green (or a black) thumb? Whether it’s plants, vegetables, flowers, or 
weeds, test your knowledge with our online quiz.

Endangered Species QuizEndangered Species Quiz  Fri 5/19 | posted 12p
May 19th is National Endangered Species Day! Take our online quiz to learn about some 
of the world’s most at-risk animals and what actions we can take to help protect them.

 Adult Take & Make  Grab a kit to enjoy at home! Offered on indicated dates at both locations while supplies last.

recycled cd WeaviNg

 Sat 3/4  Make your own 
recycled weaving using an 
old CD and yarn scraps 

provided in this kit. 

NatioNal BuzzardS day

 Fri 3/10  Make a paper 
Turkey Vulture and learn 
why March 15th and Ohio is 

significant to their migration with this kit.

Pi iN the SkyliNe

 Sat 3/11  Celebrate Pi 
Day (3.14) with painting. 
Kit includes supplies for a 

watercolor, math-inspired cityscape.

Seed BetWeeN the liNeS

 Fri 3/17  Start a garden 
early this year. Kit includes 
everything needed to grow 

one marigold and one tomato plant. 

StovetoP SPriNgtime 
PotPourri

 Sat 3/18  Fill your home 
with the aroma of spring-

time. Kit has all ingredients for stovetop 
potpourri. Photo: homebakedbliss.com

Beaded BuNNieS

 Fri 3/24  Hop your way 
into springtime with this 
kit. Craft some tiny rabbits 

from wooden beads and pipe cleaners. 
Photo: rhythmsofplay.com

origami Bookmark

 Sat 3/25  Take home 
a kit to make a corner 
bookmark from a square 

of paper and some crafty folds. 
Photo: gatheringbeauty.com

orNameNtal veggieS

 Sat 4/1  Many vegetables 
flower as beautifully as 
other annuals. Grab seeds 

for peas, radishes, and broccoli. Watch 
them grow and enjoy their flowers before 
enjoying the tasty results!

Beaded keychaiNS

 Sat 4/8  Get crafty and 
take home a kit to make 
a keychain with assorted 

beads. Photo: via Etsy PartyLikeAKing

Solar SyStem BraceletS

 Sat 4/15  Celebrate the 
hybrid solar eclipse hap-
pening this day by making 

a solar system small enough to fit around 
your wrist. Photo: happyhourprojects.com

creature comFortS 
doodliNg

 Fri 4/21  Ease your 
anxiety by practicing 

simple drawing exercises with a variety of 
creature ideas doodling prompts. Pen and 
paper included.

origami gardeN

 Sat 4/22  Celebrate 
spring by creating a gar-
den of origami flowers. Kit 

includes assorted paper and templates. 

Puzzle ParadiSe

 Sat 4/29  Give your 
brain a workout with this 
packet of crosswords, 

Sudoku, and other paper puzzles to while 
away the hours. 

meNtal health 
comFort kit

 Sat 5/6  May is Mental 
Health Awareness Month. 

Pick up a kit with mental health resourc-
es, tips and tricks for overall wellbeing, 
and some treats just for you. 

diy dry eraSe Board

 Sat 5/13  Stay organized 
with this DIY dry erase 
board kit. Photo: diycandy.com 

What'S your liBrary 
Story?
 Sat 5/20  Grab a kit and 
put together a puzzle of 

the many things to do at the library.

heart PaPer cliPS

 Sat 5/27  Take home a 
kit with supplies to make 
some colorful heart pa-

perclips. Photo: Pinterest @theCamilaCraft

Virtual Fun  Quizzes + Choose Your Own Adventure shared via Facebook  
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 ӹ

Items owned by Southwest Public Libraries do not accrue daily 
overdue fines; however, overdue fees may be charged on items 
owned by other libraries or checked out at other libraries 
depending on their policy.  

You may also have charges on your account for:
Replacement Cost Long Overdue:
Items not returned within 35 days of the due date will be charged a 
replacement cost. Charges will be removed and the account unblocked 
once the items are returned.

Replacement Cost Damage:
Items damaged will be charged a replacement cost. Accounts with 
replacement costs will be blocked until charges are resolved.

Materials Recovery Agency Fee:
Accounts with replacement charges over $25 will be sent to a materi-
als recovery agency 7 weeks past the due date, and a $12 agency fee 
will be charged to the account. Replacement charges will be removed 
if the item is returned; however, the $12 agency fee is nonrefundable.

Interlibrary Loan/INNReach Overdue:
Materials borrowed through Interlibrary Loan or INNReach (i.e. bor-
rowed from outside the CLC consortium) are charged overdue fines of 
$1/day or $0.50/day respectively.

 ӹ Your PIN number is the last four digits of your phone 
number unless you specified otherwise.

 ӹ To check out items, you must have your card number and 
PIN or a photo ID. 

 ӹ Visit www.swpl.org to access your account, browse the 
catalog, access digital resources, or view upcoming events.

Please Remember

Charges and Fees

Your SPL card will work at most CLC libraries. It is your 
respon sibility to:

 ӹ Return items in the same condition you received them. If 
you notice an issue when checking out, please notify staff.

 ӹ Keep your account up-to-date with current contact and 
notification information (name, address, phone, email).

 ӹ Assume financial responsibility for materials borrowed.

 ӹ Pay charges for lost or damaged items borrowed. Replace-
ment copies of identical items in excellent condition may be 
accepted; please see staff for conditions and details.

 ӹ Report a lost or stolen card. You are responsible for any 
items lost or stolen by someone using your lost or stolen 
card until you report your card as lost or stolen.

Renewals and Overdue Items
Please return your items on time. Renewal limits vary depend-
ing on the library that owns the material (i.e. the “assigned 
branch”) as well as material type. 

Renewals
SPL-owned items may be renewed up to 10 times. Items will au-
tomatically renew 1 day before they are due only if there are no 
requests for the title, and the item has not reached its renewal 
limit. Please check your account regularly to make sure items 
renewed and are not overdue. 

You can check on the status of your items or renew items manu-
ally on the library’s website swpl.org or by phone.

Overdue Items
You will receive notifications about overdue items:
1 day prior: materials due
3 days after: 1st overdue notice
10 days after: 2nd overdue notice
3 weeks after: account blocked
5 weeks after: items charged
7 weeks after: fees over $25 sent to materials recovery agency

Borrowing Limits and Loan Periods
Borrowing limits and loan periods can vary depending on which 
CLC library materials are checked out. For SPL, limits and loan 
periods are as follows:

New Borrowers 
New borrowers may check out up to 10 items for the first 30 
days. After 30 days, the normal limits below apply.

Books 21 days Print: 50 max
Magazines 7 days
DVD/Blu-Ray 7 days Video: 10 max
Nonfiction DVD/Blu-Ray 14 days
Audiobook CD 21 days Audio: 30 max
Music CD 14 days
Electronic varies by vendor varies

Reserve Limits 
Active hold request limits: 50 print items, 30 audio, 10 digital, 
10 total DVD/Blu-Ray, 2 video games. 

What You Can Do with Your Card

Cardholder Responsibilities

Your new library card allows you to access a collection of more 
than 5 million items. With your card, you can:
 ӹ Check out and reserve materials
 ӹ Access online research databases
 ӹ Download digital materials, including eBooks, eAudio-

books, music, movies, and magazines
 ӹ Use public computers

Southwest Public Libraries has partnered with 16 other library 
systems in the central Ohio region as part of the Central Library 
Consortium (CLC) to share resources and provide improved ser-
vice to patrons. Most items can be returned at any CLC location.

Borrower’s Guide   Welcome to the Library!
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You can access these online resources with your library card number 
and PIN. Visit www.swpl.org and click on Resources. Please contact 
the Information Department if you need assistance.

Ancestry.com (In-library use ONLY)
Billions of records in census data, vital records, photos, and more 

AtoZ Databases
The Premier Job Search, Reference & Mailing List Database, including 
30 million business & executive profiles and 240 million residents

Chilton Library 
Access repair and maintenance information on the most popular cars, 
trucks, vans, and SUVs on the road today 

EBSCOhost
Access articles from more than 6,000 magazines and newspapers, 
ranging from children’s magazines to professional research journals

From Attics to Archives
Digital photo archive at SPL which documents the history and daily 
lives of the people of southwest Franklin County, Ohio 

LinkedIn Learning
Offers more than 6,600 courses across a wide range, including
instruction on various computer software programs, business topics, 
and professional development

NewsBank
Access to digital newspapers including The Columbus Dispatch

Novelist Plus & Novelist K-8 Plus
An online readers’ advisory resource for fiction and nonfiction. 
NoveList Plus answers the question: What should I read next? 

NuWav
Download and create accurate, reliable legal documents

Ohio Web Library
Evolving collection of online magazines, trade publications, scholarly 
research journals, newspapers, encyclopedias, dictionaries, 
speeches, poems, plays, maps, satellite images of Ohio, and more

Transparent Language Online
Language learning database with lessons in over 100 languages

Online Resources

 ӹ Local History 
Digital photo archive, genealogy records (limited), history 
records, yearbooks (limited)

 ӹ Notary 
Call to check availability

 ӹ Registrations 
Golden Buckeye Card, Voter Registration

 ӹ Study and meeting space  
Reserve Meeting Rooms and Quiet Study Rooms online or 
in-person

 ӹ Technology 
Public computers and Wi-Fi, copiers and printers (B & W and 
color), fax machine, scanners

Visit the Library For

You can view the items you have out and due dates, renew and reserve 
items, pay fees, and change your account info online at www.swpl.org 
> My Account. You will be asked to enter your card number and PIN. 

Change contact information or notification method
Follow above steps. Click ‘Contact Information and Preferences.’

Keep a reading history
Follow above steps. Click ‘Contact Information and Preferences.’ 
Under Preferences, check mark box ‘Maintain reading history.’ 
(Please be aware SPL protects your privacy but may be obligated to share title 
lists and borrowing history with law enforcement under certain circumstances.)

Change PIN
Follow above steps. Click ‘Change log on.’ (Must know old PIN to change 
PIN online; if unknown, bring photo ID and see staff for assistance.)

Access Your Account Online

Mon–Thu: 9a–8p | Fri: 9a–6p | Sat: 9a–5p | Sun: 1p–5p

Grove City Library: 614-875-6716
3959 Broadway, Grove City, OH 43123 

Westland Area Library: 614-878-1301 
4740 W. Broad Street, Columbus, OH 43228

Outreach: 614-875-6716 ext. 159 
For patrons who are homebound and have limited access to services

Library Hours

Library Services

Rev. 4/22
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Digital Library 24/7—eBooks and More
Access online at www.swpl.org or download the Hoopla and Libby apps. Need assistance? Contact our Information Department.

Hoopla
Features a large selection of digital video, music, audiobooks, eBooks, 
comics, and more. BingePass The Great Courses, Curiosity Stream, and 
more. Content available to stream or download instantly with no wait. 

Libby
Access to over 130,000 eBooks and eAudiobooks plus instant access to 
over 3000 magazine titles.

TeenBookCloud
Online, no-wait collection of eBooks and educator resources perfect 
for middle school or high school students and teachers.

TumbleBookLibrary
Online, no-wait collection of children’s eBooks and more, including 
animated, talking picture books; musical books; read-along chapter 
books; National Geographic videos; books in Spanish and French.



Library events may be photographed/filmed for promotion in library publications and online. Attendance automatically
confers consent for your likeness to be used. Please notify staff if you do not wish for you or your child to be photographed.

Regular Hours
Mon–Thu: 9:00 am–8:00 pm
Fri:  9:00 am–6:00 pm
Sat:  9:00 am–5:00 pm
Sun:  1:00 pm–5:00 pm

Mobile Outreach Service
Reaching out to those with special 
needs and limited access to service. 
Please call 614-875-6716 ext. 159 for 
more information.

SPL Administrative Staff
Director: Meredith E. Wickham
Assistant Director Grove City 
Library: Kacy Cox
Assistant Director Westland Area 
Library: Denise Southworth

Grove City Library
614-875-6716 
3959 Broadway
Grove City, OH 43123

Westland Area Library
614-878-1301 
4740 W. Broad Street
Columbus, OH 43228

The library will be closed:
*Mar 20 (Staff Development) 
*Apr 9 (Easter)
*May 3 (In-Service) 
*May 28–29 (Memorial Day)
 
Library Board Meetings
2nd Tuesday of each month

*Mar 14 at Grove City
*Apr 11 at Westland
*May 9 at Grove City
All regular meetings begin at 
7:30 pm and are open to the public.

Connect with us:  Find us at www.swpl.org

Editor & Graphic Design: jmorehart


